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I was emotionally drawn to the vibrancy of the street with its energy and layers of 

time and texture. The camera became my way to tell stories. 

  

- John Goodman 

 
 

not recent is a selection of photographs taken in the streets of the late twentieth 

century Boston which vividly contrasts a stark urban landscape with the intensity 

and exuberance of city life. Rendered in moody black and white tones as well as a 

rich spectrum of color, the images reveal the many ways in which Goodman was 

examining his hometown.  

 

As a young photographer, Goodman set up a studio in the “Roof” of the Bradford 

Hotel located in the theater district. He had recently completed his studies with the 

renowned black and white photographer Minor White. At a time when color 

photography was not readily accepted as fine art, Goodman began 



 

experimenting with a variety of film stocks and exploring the color process to make 

meaning of the cultural landscape as he created his own voice as an artist. 

 

Many of the silver gelatin monochromatic photographs were taken in the infamous 

“Combat Zone”, a district adjacent to Goodman’s studio. The images describe the 

unique diversity of the neighborhood as well as the daily challenges experienced in 

an area designated for adult entertainment. The archival pigment color 

photographs read as contemplative, surreal and even uncanny, reflecting 

Goodman’s talent in capturing sensations as well as quintessential moments.  
 
 
About John Goodman 

 

In 2019, Goodman had a solo exhibition of images from not recent color at the 

Addison Gallery of American Art. Goodman has exhibited widely, notably in the 

exhibitions Naked Before the Camera at the Metropolitan Museum of Art 

and Exposed at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art and the Tate Modern in 

London. His work resides in the permanent collections of the Art Institute of 

Chicago, the Harvard University Art Museums, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the 

Museum of Fine Arts/Boston, the Museum of Fine Arts/Houston, and the SF/MOMA. 

His photographic series depicting a New York boxing gym was published in the 

monograph The Times Square Gym. 

 
 



  

 

Fifth Avenue   September 1976, archival silver gelatin print, 20 x 24 inches  

 
 

 

It looks a little William Eggleston. It looks a little more David Lynch. Most of 

all, it looks completely John Goodman. 

  

- Mark Feeney / Boston Globe 

 
 

  

	


